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Critical Thinking Rubric

4 = High level excellence in evidence of critical thinking ability and performance
3 = Demonstrable, competent, expected evidence of critical thinking ability and

performance
2 = Minimally acceptable, inconsistent evidence of critical thinking ability and

performance
1 = Poor, unacceptable evidence of critical thinking ability and performance

N®p nw

0w x>

Analyzes key information, questions, and problems clearly and precisely

Evaluates material with insight
Uses inference to reason carefully from clearly stated premises to important

implications and consequences
Uses deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills

consistently and with ease

Analyzes key information, questions, and problems competently

Evaluates material competently
Uses inference to reason competently from clearly stated premises to

important implications and consequences
Uses deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills

competently

Analyzes some key information, questions, and problems competently

Evaluates material inconsistently
Uses inference to reason inconsistently from clearly stated premises to

implications and consequences
Uses deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills

inconsistently and weakly

Is unable to analyze information, questions, and problems or does so
superficially

Is unable to evaluate material or does so superficially

Is unable to or infrequently uses inference to reason from clearly stated
premises or recognize implications and consequences

Is unable to or infrequently uses deductive and inductive reasoning and

problem-solving skills
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Goal 3: Critical Thinking

To develop critical thinking skills

Through evaluation procedures, and with 85 accuracy, the student will:

Objective 1: Apply deductive reasoning and analyzing thought process to solve a variety of logic problems.
Objective 2: Use systematic approaches to solve oral and written problems.

Objective 3: Break information into component parts to distinguish facts from hypotheses.

Objective 4: Distinguish between fact and opinion to support or validate conclusions.

Objective 5: Use an organizational approach to investigate a problem that includes asking questions, making
observations, and recording and interpreting evidence.

Objective 6: Apply appropriate problem solving strategies to solve a variety of complex mathematical problems.
Objective 7: Use higher thought processes to solve multi-step problems.

Objective 8: Produce solutions to real-world problems.

Objective 9: Connect prior knowledge to newly learned concepts to illustrate the logical thinking process.
Ubjective 10: Recognize and explain patterns to show evidence of a systematic approach in solving problems.

Objective 11

Evaluation Procedures Evaluation Criteria Evaluation Schedule * Results Date/Year
_Grades/W ork Samples __90%-100°/0 __Monthly __Mastered
__Informal Assessment __80%-89% __Semester ___Progressing
__Teacher Observation _ Other __End of Unit _ Other
__Standardized Tests ___Annually

_ Other



N

Complex Thinker
(critical thinking and problem solving) B
1 2 3 4
| Rarely Sometimes Usually Consistently
| Indicators Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates
:Applies prior |* Demonstrates use |+ Demonstrates use |* Usually * Consistently
learning of prior knowledge |of prior knowledge |demonstrates use  |demonstrates use
‘experiences to [to acquire new to acquire new of prior knowledge |of prior knowledge
‘new situations [knowledge or knowledge or to acquire new to acquire new
develop new skills |develop new skills |knowledge or knowledge or

Considers
multiple
perspectives in
‘analyzing and
'solving a
'variety of
problems

with ongoing

with moderate

develop new skills

develop new skills

‘Generates new
‘and creative
ideas and
‘approaches to
developing
solutions

'Evaluates the
‘effectiveness
and ethical
considerations
to a solution
and make
adjustments as
needed

assistance

assistance assistance
* lgnores + Offers superficial |+ Usually offers » Consistently
alternative points |analysis of a few |adequate analysis |demonstrates
of view in alternative points |and evaluation of |thorough analysis
analyzing/solving |of view in major points of and evaluation of
problems analyzing/solving |view in major points of
problems analyzing/solving |view in
problems analyzing/solving
problems

« Applies creative |+ Applies creative |+ Usually applies |+ Consistently

thinking to
generate ideas and
approaches to
solving problems
with ongoing

* Applies critical
thinking to
evaluate solutions
based on solid

'information and

change position
when evidence and
reasons are
sufficient with

ongoing assistance

thinking to
generate ideas and
approaches to
solving problems
with moderate
assistance

creative thinking
to generate ideas
and approaches to
solving problems

applies creative
thinking to
generate ideas and
approaches to
solving problems

» Applies critical
thinking to
evaluate solutions
based on solid
information and
change position
when evidence and
reasons are
sufficient with
moderate
assistance

» Usually applies
critical thinking to
evaluate solutions
based on solid
information and
change position
when evidence and
reasons are
sufficient

+ Consistently
applies critical
thinking to
‘evaluate solutions
based on solid
information and
change position |
when evidence and |
reasons are

i-sufﬁcicnt




Rubric for the Holistic Assessment of Critical Thinking across the
Curriculum

4 Accomplished (precise, insightful, balanced, perceptive, and unified)
Does all or almost all of the following:
= Interprets information (data, ideas, or concepts) accurately, appropriately, and in-depth

in new contexts
= Employs formulas, procedures, principles, or themes accurately, appropriately, and/or

creatively in new contexts
*  Explain—accurately and thoroughly—multiple solutions, positions, or perspectives that

balance opposing points of view
* Creates a detailed conclusion or complex solution that is complete, well-supported,

logically consistent, and often unique
* Integrates ideas or develops solutions that are exceptionally clear, coherent, and

cohesive

3 Competent (accurate, relevant, multiplistic, logical, coherent)
Does many or most of the following:
= Presents information (data, ideas, or concepts) accurately and appropriately in familiar

contexts
*  Applies formulas, procedures, principles, or themes accurately and appropriately in

familiar contexts
» Describes two or more solutions, positions, or perspectives accurately
= Organizes a conclusion or solution that is complete, logical, and consistent with evidence

presented
= Connectsideas or develops solutions in a clear and coherent order

2 Developing (correct, appropriate, dudlistic, reasonable, consistent)
Does many or most of the following:
= Reports information (data, ideas, or concepts) in familiar contexts with minor

inaccuracies, irelevancies, or omissions
= Uses appropriate formulas, procedures, principles, or themes in familiar contexts with only

minor inaccuracies
» |dentifies simple solutions, over-simplified positions, or perspectives with only minor

inaccuracies
= Offers an abbreviated conclusion or simple solution that is mostly consistent with the

evidence presented, with minor inconsistencies or omissions
= Arranges ideas or solutions into a simple pattern

1 Beginning (inaccurate, inappropriate, singular, illogical, fragmented)

' Does all or almost all of the following:
*  Copies information (data, ideas, or concepts) often inaccurately, incompletely, or omits

relevant information
* Labels formulas, procedures, principles, or themes inaccurately, inappropriately, or omits

them
= Names a single solution, position, or perspective, often inaccurately, or fails to present a

solution, position, or perspective
= Aftempts a conclusion or solution that is inconsistent with evidence presented, that is

illogical, or omits a conclusion or solution altogether
» Lists ideas or expresses solutions in a fragmentary manner, without a clear or coherent

order

*This rubric is intended for use in the assessment of student learning and the improvement of instruction




Holistic Critical Thinking Scoring Rubric

Facione and Facione

4 Consistently does all or almost all of the following:

Accurately interprets evidence, statements, graphics, questions, etc.
Identifies the salient arguments (reasons and claims) pro and con.
Thoughtfully analyzes and evaluates major alternative points of view.
Draws warranted, judicious, non-fallacious conclusions.

Justifies key results and procedures, explains assumptions and reasons.
Fair-mindedly follows where evidence and reasons lead.

3 Does most or many of the following:

Accurately interprets evidence, statements, graphics, questions, etc.
Identifies relevant arguments (reasons and claims) pro and con.
Offers analyses and evaluations of obvious alternative points of view.
Draws warranted, non-fallacious conclusions.

Justifies some results or procedures, explains reasons.

Fair-mindedly follows where evidence and reasons lead.

2 Does most or many of the following:

Misinterprets evidence, statements, graphics, questions, etc.

Fails to identify strong, relevant counter-arguments.

Ignores or superficially evaluates obvious altemative points of view.

Draws unwarranted or fallacious conclusions.

Justifies few results or procedures, seldom explains reasons.

Regardless of the evidence or reasons, maintains or defends views
based on self-interest or preconceptions.

1 Consistently does all or almost all of the following:

Offers biased interpretations of evidence, statements, graphics,
questions, information, or the points of view of others.

Fails to identify or hastily dismisses strong, relevant counter-arguments.

Ignores or superficially evaluates obvious alternative points of view.

Argues using fallacious or irrelevant reasons, and unwarranted claims.

Does not justify results or procedures, nor explain reasons.

Regardless of the evidence or reasons, maintains or defends views
based on self-interest or preconceptions.

Exhibits close-mindedness or hostility to reason.

(c) 1994, Peter A Facione, Noreen C. Facione, and The Califomia Academic Press (Sce cover page for conditional permussion to duphcate )
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